RECOLLECTIONS OF A PLAYEK
ceeded but a short distance before, in plunging through the drifts, the shafts of the cart broke short off. Nothing daunted, we returned to the stables, and directing the man to saddle two of my horses, I determined to endeavor to get through on horseback; so, mounting, we started the second time. The drifts of snow were up to the horses' shoulders, but being strong animals they plunged through it for some distance, until, reaching the house of a farmer about half-way to the village, the animals gave up and could go no farther. I cannot begin to describe the difficulties and the pain we suffered. I wore a huge comforter around my shoulders and face, and that, together with my gloves, and in fact all my garments, were as stiff as a board with ice and snow. The horses being completely fagged out, we were obliged to put them into the farmer's stable.
As I was determined, however, to reach
the theater at all hazards, I directed my
man Hans to remain with the horses at
the farmer's until he could get them home
211 miles away.    We had pro-210as somewhat disap-                                    '<
